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September 13, 2019 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  None 

 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or projects 

in progress: 

 

Assistant City Manager, Natalie Dean reports some last minute items are being written into the 

Master Plan Update draft this week.   The only change to the city maps, suggested at the open 

houses, was to include the Opportunity Zone.  The schedule for Master Plan Update approval is as 

follows:  

 Planning Commission sets public hearing   10/7/19 

 Planning Commission holds public hearing and makes recommendation to Council   11/4/19 

 City Council approval   11/11/19 

 

We were able to obtain a contractor to provide many of our 2nd estimates for projects involved in 

the Neighborhood Enhancement Program this week.   Of the 3 projects with pre-approval, the first 

project is due to start on September 23, 2019 at the Clendenin residence at 308 Henry.  This grant 

continues to be a priority while we strive to complete all 10 projects by the deadline of 12/31/19. 

 

Steve Allen reports on this week’s overall code enforcement activities:  
 

This week’s code enforcement activities included: 90 inspections 

Weeds/Grass (city’s contractor mowed) = 8 

Weeds/Grass (new citations served) = 14 

Weed/Grass mowed by owner = 4 

 Blight (new citations served) = 19 

  Blight violations closed = 7 

             Blight violations re-inspected still open = 1 

             New Abandon auto = 16 

             Abandon auto re-inspect (still open) = 5 

             Abandon auto closed = 6 

             EPM new violations = 4 

             EPM re-inspections closed = 1 

             New obstruction violation = 4 

             New parking = 1 

            



             Zoning permits closed = 3 

 

Highlight Case 

309 wooden (Garage) demolished by home owner.  

Department of Public Service Director, Chad Tyrakowski reports a loud “bang” and a ceramic 

insulator failing at the West Railroad Substation resulted in a short outage Saturday.  A tree came 

down at S. Front and Pokagon, leaning on wires early Thursday morning; and, a storm caused 

another small outage last night.  The crew also addressed a signal issue at Middle Crossing and 

Prairie Ronde.  Although the sensor controls stopped working, the signals defaulted properly to 

allow safe traffic flow until reset.  With the assistance of public services, they completed the burial 

of conduit and pulled cable for the Alumni field improvements.  The crew also made time to 

remove a pair of shoes from a line on E. Railroad. 

The water/sewer crew got a good start with fall lift-station cleaning, completing all Indian Lake 

stations, and starting on Sister Lakes.  In addition, a 

water shut-off was repaired on Sherwood St.; and 

sewer issues were investigated with the push camera on 

Lester and at the Snow building.  A cleanout will be 

installed at Lester for future use; and, Town & Country 

assisted with the Snow building at which hand-towels 

were found, as well as a blockage in the main trunk.  

Although flowing, parts have been ordered to allow 

jetting of the line, similar to what we do with sewer 

mains.  McDonald Underground bore and    

completed the valve connection for a new service on 

Nubour.   

A couple corrections to last week’s water break.   It was on W. Wayne, not Hamilton; and, the leak 

was just off the main in an abandoned connection from lead to copper; so, the lead line was 

removed, and the valve capped.  
 

An air compressor at the Water Treatment Plant that had been in use since the plant was built failed 

this week.  As a result, we implemented a temporary fix to allow back-washing to continue, and are 

assessing what is required for a suitable replacement.  Corrpro was in to assess the condition of the 

cathodic (corrosion) protection in the Riverside water standpipe and the Rudolphi water tower.  

Both were found to be in good working order and within AWWA (American Water Works 

Association) standards. 

Mitch attended the SLAUA (Sister Lakes Area 

Utilities Authority) Board meeting; and, Chad and 

Gordon attended an ISO evaluation of the CCWS 

(Cass County Water System) hydrant system.  We 

also assisted Silver Creek and Keeler townships 

with adopting a revised resolution at the request of 

MDOT in order to complete issuance of the annual 

permits. 



 

Gutter Guys was contracted to 

remove the damaged and 

vandalized fencing from around 

the skate park.  With the fence 

removed, ground crews intends 

to also address the weeds.  Our 

crews have been touching-up 

vegetation around the bridges in 

preparation for our annual 

inspections.  

 

 

 

 

With school starting, faded “No Parking” signs were replaced along the portion of Spruce St. near 

Patrick Hamilton in response to vehicles blocking private drives.  An honorary plaque was placed 

on 143 S. Front St. and, similar to Beckwith Park, sink-holes believed to be related to the 

demolition of the old South Bend Tribune building were 

filled and top-dressed. 

A temporary sign was placed and meeting held regarding 

Schuur Park progress.  All stakes have been placed; and, a 

plan has been established for the contractor and sub-

excavator to place the foundation for the pier.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


